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in them from his abstaining, at the critical moment, to order
them to act against the mutineers, If he trusted them, and still
would not order them to act, his conduct is still less excusable.

The Governor General, unfortunately for India, seems to have
been actuated by convictions in perfect harmony with those of
Colonel Mitchell; for after the 19th N. I. had been ordered to
Barrackpore, it was pinihliecl for defiant mutiny by simple dis-
bandment, a decision at which Lord Canning arrived at the end
of .March, or some live weeks after the outbreak at Berham-
poor. The mutineers were dismissed with all honour ; they were
paid up to the last day; received a present of their uniforms; had
the expenses of their march defrayed; and medical officers with
medicines were sent with them as far as Chinsurah !

All this truckling to the sepoys of the I9th N. I, took
place on the 31 st March, two days after tho 31th N. I., also
stationed at Barrackpoor, had encouraged Manual Panday to
cut down their Adjutant Lieufc, Baug-h and the Sergeant Major.
{ The whole regiment had turned out and stood looking on,
' hooting and veiling, and some of them were heard crying out
'kill the Fenngees''(page 20). The 34th N. L that is, the
seven companies * at Barrackpoor were also disbanded on the
6th May !

Our author justly observes that e the seeds of sedition were
* thrown broad cast over the land/

The question has been raised whether mild and conciliatory
measures, such as Lord Canning adopted, were not better calcu-
lated to dispel suspicion and alarm in respect to such a vital
subject as caste than the infliction of the punishment usually
awarded for mutiny. Now that the storm has blown over us
and passed, it may be said that it requires no penetration to tell
what would have been the wisest plan to meet it. But the ex-
perience of all ages all over the world, and of India in particular,
points to death as the sole appropriate penalty of open and de-
fiant mutiny, and the only means of stopping it. In acting
contrary to the practice of all time, Lord Canning evinced no
statesmanship. He put his crude judgment into the scale against
the wisdom of mankind, and the consequences of his error were
fatal ; mutiny and rebellion all over India., the destruction of my-
riads of lives, and the loss of millions of revenue. These, we fear,

* ' Three companies were on detachment duty at Chittagong, and allowed
1 to retaia their arms which at a later period they used with murderous effect*